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Another way to distinguish positivism and 
determinism is in the way scientists view 
human behavior, which can be understood 
using a chemistry analogy. Specifically, a 
chemist assumes that if a given element is 
subjected to certain temperatures, pressures, 
or mixtures with other elements, it will react 
in a predictable way. In a highly comparable 
way, a positivist assumes that when human 
beings are subjected to poverty, delinquent 
peers, low intelligence, or other factors, they 
will react in a predictable way. Therefore, 
there is virtually no difference between how 
a chemist feels about the behavior of par-
ticles and elements and how a positivistic 
scientist feels about human behavior.

In Lombroso’s case, the deterministic factor 
was the biological makeup of individuals. 
However, we shall see in the next several 
chapters that positivistic theories focus on 
a wide range of variables, from biology to 
psychology to social aspects. For example, 
many readers likely believe that bad parent-
ing, poverty, and associating with delinquent 
peers are some of the most important factors 
in predicting criminality. If you believe that 
such variables significantly influence deci-
sions to commit crime, then you are likely 
a positive theorist; you believe that crime 
is caused by factors above and beyond free 
choice or free will.

Lombroso’s Policy 
Implications
Beyond the theoretical aspects of Lombroso’s 
theory of criminality, it is important to real-
ize that his perspective had profound conse-

quences for policy as well. For example, Lombroso was called in to testify in numerous 
criminal processes and trials to determine the guilt or innocence of suspects. Under the 
banner of science (in much the same way we view DNA or fingerprint analysis now), 
Lombroso was called in to determine the guilt of certain persons in key criminal testi-
mony, often during trial.13 Lombroso even wrote about many of the trials and official 
identifications he made as an “expert” witness, which often included identifying which 
suspect (often out of many) had committed a crime. Lombroso based such judgments 
solely on the visual stigmata evident in the line of suspects.14 In one such account of 
Lombroso’s experiences as an expert witness, he noted:

[One suspect] was, in fact, the most perfect type of the born criminal: enormous 
jaws, frontal sinuses, and zygomata, thin upper lip, huge incisors, unusually large 
head, tactile obtuseness with sensorial manicinism. . . . He was convicted.15

1. What term means the study of and policies related to the
improvement of the human race via control of selective
reproduction?

a. Cytogenetics

b. Ethnographics

c. Racionology

d. Eugenics

e. Fascionics

2. What is the 19th-century study of the size of the brain/skull that
posited that the bigger the brain, the more superior the person
or race?

a. Phrenology

b. Physiognomy

c. Craniometry

d. Skullography

e. Cerebrotology

3. What is the 19th-century study of various bumps on portions
of the skull believed to reveal weaknesses in terms of certain
cognitive or personality traits?

a. Phrenology

b. Physiognomy

c. Craniometry

d. Skullography

e. Cerebrotology

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e
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